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July 19, 2017 
 

Press Release 
 
Freehold:  At its Board of Education meeting last night, the Freehold Borough School 
District took action to distribute the supplemental school aid provided as part of the final 
FY18 New Jersey state budget.  These actions were consistent with the guidance 
provided by the New Jersey Department of Education and will impact the district's 
budget for the coming 2017-2018 school year.  
 
As part of the final budget signed by the Governor on July 4th, the district received 
$955,792 more in school aid than originally provided in the March 2017 state aid 
distribution.  This lessened the amount of underfunding in the district by 3.5%. The 
district increased the amount of state aid received from the original 41.8% to now 
45.3%.   
 
The supplemental state aid will be distributed evenly to impact three top priorities:   

 Raising teacher pay (which is currently the lowest in the state for similar 
districts);  

 Adding four new teachers to decrease class size and provide required 
educational services/programs; and,  

 Lowering the local tax levy (which is currently $2.3 million over fair share.) 
 
At its meeting last night the Board formally accepted the additional state aid of $955,792 
and immediately designated $300,000 for tax levy relief.   
 
"We thought it right and proper to include the Freehold Borough taxpayers as part of our 
plans to use this additional supplemental state aid," said Dr. Michael Lichardi, Freehold 
Borough Board of Education President.  "Our taxpayers have taken on an unjustified 
additional burden as the state has flat funded the district for the past 7 years.  This is 
the first step towards making the funding of our schools balanced, as envisioned in the 
School Funding Reform Act (SFRA) of 2008." 
 
The board will also restore one 1st grade teaching position that was cut to address the 
FY18 budget shortfall.  In addition, the board will add two Basic Skills math teachers to 
work in both the middle school and elementary schools.  A fourth additional position will 
be one new Special Education teacher to address shortfalls in pull out math and writing 
at the elementary level.  The district will also restore its middle school instructional 
technology services and procure additional Chromebook devices.  The specific adjusted 
line items will be presented at the August 8th board of education meeting for approval.   
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Freehold Borough has been in a multi-year effort to obtain fair funding in state aid.  In 
January of 2017 the board passed a resolution formally stating its position on this 
matter.  That resolution contained three overriding principles:   

 That the district should be fully funded per SFRA. 

 That if insufficient state funds were available to fully fund the formula, that those 
funds that were available should be proportionally redistributed per the formula.  

 That if redistribution was not immediately possible, that new aid should be 
provided to those districts most severely underfunded.   

 
Under the SFRA formula, Freehold Borough should receive $23,632,617 in state 
aid.  Including this latest supplemental aid, Freehold Borough is still short $12,932,805 
in state aid under SFRA.  With the additional funds dedicated to levy relief, the levy 
increase for 2017-2018 should drop from the original 4.34% increase to now 1.63%. 
 
Related to underfunding, on May 11th the Freehold Borough School District filed a 
written complaint in NJ Superior Court, Monmouth County (Docket #MON-L-1835-17), 
against the State of NJ, the NJ Commissioner of Education, the NJ Department of 
Education and the NJ State Board of Education.  The purpose of filing the complaint 
was to seek judicial relief to obtain the appropriate amount of state aid assigned the 
district by the School Funding Reform Act of 2008. The objective of this extraordinary 
action was to compel responsible state entities to take affirmative funding action so that 
the Freehold Borough Board of Education can provide a Constitutionally-mandated 
thorough and efficient education to all resident students in Freehold Borough.  It is the 
district’s contention that state aid has been assigned in an arbitrary and capricious 
manner, and that as a result there has been a disparate negative impact on the 
educational outcomes of protected classes of students.  The complaint has been served 
to all defendants and is awaiting written responses.   
 
Between 2007 and 2017, the district has gained over 350 additional students, ending 
the 2016-2017 school year with 1,715 students in district.  The district has a functional 
capacity for 1,148 students, meaning 567 students are “unhoused.”  To address this 
problem the district has taken to renting nine classrooms from neighboring Freehold 
Township for Pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten students.  Despite these extra 
classrooms, district class sizes remain well above the levels required by New Jersey 
regulations. 
 
Following two failed referendums in 2014 to address this classroom space shortage, in 
March 2015 the district appealed to the Commissioner of Education to authorize the 
construction of additional instructional space.  The Commissioner appointed an 
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Administrative Law Judge to assess the situation and hearings were held during 
September 2015.  By December 2015 the Administrative Law Judge issued a ruling 
recommending that the construction be authorized.  By August 2016 the Commissioner 
of Education concurred and provided funding for all new additions.  The district was also 
authorized to issue bonds for the required renovations.  The bonds are due to go out for 
sale today.  The project bid for Park Ave Elementary/Freehold Intermediate School has 
been approved by the NJ Office of the Comptroller and will be issued shortly.  The 
project bid for Freehold Learning Center should be ready within one month.  It is hoped 
that construction at both locations will be completed by December 2018 with a 
substantial number of classrooms ready for student use by September 2018.  When 
completed, the new district capacity for students will be 1,589.  The district will need the 
proper amount of state aid to fully staff the new classrooms. 
 
"Resolving our severe overcrowding and crippling underfunding has been the district's 
number one priority," said Rocco Tomazic, Superintendent of Freehold Borough.  "We 
greatly appreciate all of the assistance we have received in this effort so far.  With the 
new construction soon to start, and now seeing these first tentative steps towards 
closing the state aid funding gap, we begin to be guardedly optimistic.  We hope that in 
the not too distant future Freehold Borough will have all the resources needed to 
properly deliver a thorough and efficient education to all our students." 
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