
Tips for 

organizing 

your child for 

school 

ADDITIONAL TIPS 

FOR STAYING 

 ORGANIZED AT 

SCHOOL 

 
1. Color Coding Subjects: Buy school 

supplies for each subject in a dif-

ferent color, so your child can see 

at a glance which folder, note-

book, and binder goes with each 

subject.  

2. Choose a time and quiet location 

for your child to complete all as-

signments and study. This spot 

should have all the supplies they 

will need such as pens, pencils, 

dictionary, colored pencils, eras-

ers, and a bin to store it all in. 

3. Designate a location for your 

child’s book bag and other sup-

plies needed for school. Your child 

should place their book bag in the 

same loca-

tion every 

night. This will 

help keep 

them orga-

nized to 

leave for 

school the 

next day.  
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4. Use a cal-

endar to 

keep 

track of 

due 

dates 

and tests. 

Encourage your children to use their 

planner daily to write down their 

homework and tests. It is important 

that every day you should check 

your child’s planner to make sure 

they completed all assignments.  If 

you have multiple children try a col-

or coded wall calendar to help or-

ganize everyone’s events in one 

place. 

5. TO DO LISTS can help your child re-

member everything they need to 

complete for the day.  By crossing 

off items as they are completed, 

your child will see their accomplish-

ments, while still seeing what needs 

to be done.  

 

It’s important that every child knows 

that the key to an amazing future starts 

now in school.  



 

Healthy rou-

tines can 

help your 

child reach 

their fullest 

potential. A 

routine allows your child to know ex-

actly what is expected of them on 

a regular basis.  

 

When your child comes home from 

school, here are some conversation 

starters and helpful tips to help you 

get to know what your child is doing 

in school: 

 

 Ask about your child’s day. 

 Have your child name one 

thing they enjoyed about 

school that day. 

 Ask your child, “Do you have 

homework?” or “Tell me 

something new you learned 

today.” 

 

 This conversation could all happen 

while preparing a healthy snack be-

fore they start their homework. 

Organization in School 

COMING UP WITH A 

PLAN 
Come up with a plan. Consider some combination of these 

strategies: 

 A clean start. Take a look at your child's desk or work-

space. Is it covered with 

all of last year's papers 

or artwork left over 

from kindergarten? If 

so, purge! Help your 

child  make decisions 

about what to keep. 

 

 An assignment note-

book. Your child can't 

remember his/her homework without writing it down, so 

your first step is to make sure he does that. You can use a 

planner that helps children prioritize by showing a week's 

schedule across two pages. 

 

 The right paper-tamers. Aside from the planner or home-

work notebook, your child needs some way to corral the 

loose papers she carries back and forth to school each day. 

 

 Daily duties. For some kids, a 30- to 45-minute work ses-

sion every day is essential — no matter what homework the 

teacher has assigned. If he/she insists he/she has nothing to 

do, give him /her the newspaper to read and write about. 

 

 The little-by-little approach. Be sure your child under-

stands how to break a big project down into pieces so that 

it's not so overwhelming. Using a calendar, show him/her 

how to work backward from a due date and set interim 

goals. Ask him/her how he/she'd go about earning the high 

score on her favorite video game — what steps would she 

need to take to get there? 

 

 Don't criticize. Once you've got a system in place, keep 

touching 

base. If 

things get 

sloppy 

again 

(which 

should not 

surprise 

you!), 

don't pass judgment. Just help him /her get back on track 

without comment. It takes time to learn this, along with a 

healthy dose of patience and persistence from you. 

 

 Clean out the backpack regularly. Have him/her do it, 

say, every Sunday. Don't do it for her, but sit nearby. If 

you come across a test she did poorly on, don't comment. 

The session will revert from backpack cleaning to grades 

and very likely go downhill from there. 

 

 Keep a family calendar. Along with soccer practice, 

keep track of big tests and the due dates of special pro-

jects. Seeing the bigger picture will allow you to help 

your child plan her time more effectively. 

 Call for reinforce-

ments. If you've tried 

everything and your 

child still resists, seek 

outside help. Your 

child may respond 

better if you’re role 

changes from coach to 

cheerleader. 


