
The Mission of Freehold Borough school District
We will inspire the creativity and imagination of all students and empower them as knowledgeable,  

skillful, and confident learners who flourish and contribute willingly in a changing world.
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New Standards

The New Jersey Department of Education 
is currently rolling out new common core 
curriculum content standards. Curriculum 
standards are a framework of content and 
skills vertically coordinated from preschool 
through grade 12 that drive what is to 
be taught in our classrooms. The new 
standards are geared toward success in the 
21st century.

With the current demands to meet both  
the new standards and the NJASK 
assessments, the district is working on 
curriculum in several areas: Language Arts 
(K-5), Humanities (6-8), Technology  
(K-8), 21st Century Skills (K-8),  
Guidance (K-8), Physical Education (K-8),  
Health (K-8), and Music (K-8).  

Further, each of these curricular areas 
is focused on the development of our 
students for success on district, school, and 
individual student goals and beyond.

Implementation

To support the implementation of the new 
standards and our students’ academic needs, 
our teachers are participating in a student-
need targeted professional development 
program. The current program provides 
high-quality training to all teachers and 
staff that matches what our individual 
students need most in each curricular area. 
For instance, this year our elementary grade 
teachers have been working toward full 
implementation of the Writers’ Workshop 
developed by Columbia University. This 
program is a collaborative and technical 

writing program that has demonstrated 
student achievement growth regardless 
of ability level. Certainly, if our district is 
going to continue to provide a strong 21st-
century curriculum, our training programs 
should focus on what our kids need most.

For more information on our curricular 
programs, please visit our website (www.
freeholdboro.k12.nj.us) and browse the 
different tabs on the curriculum and 
instruction menu.

Transformations in Curriculum and instruction

Remember  
to Vote

April 20, 2010
Polls open 3:00-9:00 p.m.

Fostering inspired, Empowered, Confident Learners–Freehold Borough schools
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During these difficult economic times, we 
are all learning to do more with less. We 
are tightening our belts, becoming more 
efficient, and reevaluating our priorities. 
For some it may mean putting off a major 
purchase or deferring a vacation or taking a 
staycation vacation instead, and for others 
it may include countless hours searching for 
meaningful employment. 

Governor Christie presented the budget to 
legislators in Trenton on March 16. The 
proposed budget includes cuts to programs, 
agencies, and municipalities across the 
state. Very few, if any, were not affected. 
School districts from across the state, urban 
and suburban, representing every socio-
economic group, are faced with difficult 
decisions.

District administrators and the Freehold 
Borough Board of Education have worked 
very hard to preserve the budget despite 
cuts imposed by the state. We have come 
too far to go backward. Although we are 
taking a very small step back, the proposed 
budget is fiscally prudent and maintains 
our current programs and dedicated staff. 

Decreases in state aid will require an 
increase of the local portion of the tax levy 
of $140,260, or 1.76 percent. This increase 
will have the following effect on borough 
taxpayers for the 2010-11 school year:

Home Assessment................... .$250,000 

Annual Tax Increase ....................$12.50

Monthly Tax Increase ....................$1.04

We have outlined the proposed 2010-11 
budget on page 3 of this newsletter. We 
encourage you to read it carefully before 
casting your vote on Tuesday, April 20. We 
will continue to do our best to deliver the 
educational programs that you expect, and 
that our children deserve. 

A note from the Board of Education  
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Trustees Mrs. Jean Hotz and Mrs. Lynn Reich of the Freehold Borough Educational Foundation (FBEF) made grant 
awards to Freehold Borough teachers at a February board meeting.  

FBEF Made Grant Awards  
    to Freehold Borough Teachers 

The grants were creative and wide-ranging and included the following:   

K. Korz - $525 – New Guidance Curriculum Implementation 

J. Goldberg - $350 – Showing off Our Reading 

S. Richman - $500 – Using Computers To Accelerate ESL 

H. Mickuki, S. Warrington - $1,276 – to purchase 90 copies of the novel The Golden Bull 

C Cirino, L. Filipek - $1,500 – Go Outside and Play 

M. Reed, S. Blessing - $1,500 – Creation of Science Club 

D, Fetterly, J. Schmidt - $525 – Writing Brought to Life 

J. Goldberg, N. Harker - $525 each – Video Assistive Writing Program 

L. Maya, N. Sabel - $1,375 – Elmo Projector System 

The foundation awards grants in five 
categories including technology and 
learning, scholastic enhancement, arts 
and education, professional develop-
ment, and cultural enrichment. 

A total of $8,601 was awarded in 
grants this year from the educational 
foundation. A total of $85,000 in 
grants has been awarded since 2001. 

Congratulations to all Freehold Bor-
ough teachers and students who will 
benefit from these new and creative 
programs, supplies, and equipment.

And the Band Played on

Seven students from Freehold Borough’s 
three schools will be represented in the 
2009-10 Central Jersey Elementary 
Honors Band. Students in grades 4-6 
are eligible to participate in the honors 
band each year. This year ten students 
were recommended from Freehold 
Borough. The following seven students 
were chosen based on the size of the 
band and instrumentation.  In total, 
250 students were recommended from 
33 band directors.  

These talented students will be 
performing on Saturday, April 24th 
at Rahway Middle School in a band 
comprised of approximately 60 students 
from across central New Jersey.

Congratulations to all the students 
recommended and selected to 
participate. 

Above from left to right: 
Makenzie Parke, PAE 
grade 5, clarinet; Melissa 
Cecchini, FIS grade 6, flute; 
Karla Tavares, FIS grade 6, 
flute; Lisestrella Romero-
Espinoza, PAE grade 5, 
flute; Lindsey Duarte, PAE 
grade 5, flute.

From left to right: Carl Muhler, FLC grade 5, trombone; Karen 
Amaro, FLC grade 5, flute; Ricky Coyne, FLC grade 5, trumpet.
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Budget 
Fast Facts

Budget Facts and Data

Employee 
Benefits

Transportation
$396,553

Operating & 
Maintenance

Administration
  $1,812,349 Pupil 

Support
Services

Instruction-Other 
$725,567

Instruction-
Special 

Education

Instruction-
Regular

$4,828,981

Capital Outlay
$20,912

10-11 General Fund Appropriations

$3,470,686

$1,389,377

$3,037,953

$1,707,130

Employee Benefits $3,470,686

Transportation $396,553 

Operating & Maintenance $1,389,377 

Administration $1,812,349 

Pupil Support Services $3,037,953 

Instruction-Other $725,567 

Instruction-Special Education $1,707,130

Instruction-Regular $4,828,981 

Capital Outlay $20,912 

09-10 General Fund Appropriations

2010-11 General Fund Appropriations

•	 The	2010-11	total	operating	
budget decreased by $5,144, or 
.03 percent.

•	 Class	sizes	will	not	increase	
based on current enrollment.

•	 All	current	programs	and	
existing staff will remain.

•	 The	district	employs	fewer	
administrators than is required 
for a district the size of Freehold 
Borough.

•	 The	district’s	operating	budget	
is now $4,454,157 below the 
level at which the State of 
New Jersey considers to be 
“adequate.” This is $485,000 
less than 2009-10.

•	 The	total	per	pupil	cost	equals	
$11,616, $2,219 less than the 
state maximum.

•	 Per-pupil	administrative	cost	
equals $1,563, $184 less than 
the regional limit.

2010-11 Budget overview

The Freehold Borough Board of 
Education operates three schools on two 
sites located in the borough and employs 
more than 200 staff. The district’s 2010-
11 operating budget is $17,389,508. 
Total state aid decreased by $890,613, or 
about 10 percent.

The decrease in state aid will mostly be 
resolved by a surplus of $724,497 from 
the 2008-09 school year. The balance of 
the decrease in state aid will be resolved 

by an increase in 
the local portion 
of tax levy of 
$140,260, or 
1.76 percent. 
Therefore, on a 
borough home 
assessed at $250,000, that equates to 
$12.50 per year or $1.04 per month 
for the school year beginning July 2010 
through June 2011.

How are your tax dollars spent?

Note: The percentages indicated here are based on the 2009 general tax rates.

0.271 County

0.018 Open Space 0.780 Municipal

0.382 Regional School

0.756 Local School
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Mark Your Calendars!

Spring Concert Event

Every Vote Counts
Please Vote:

April 20, 2010
Polls open 3:00 – 9:00 p.m.

district 1: Freehold Borough Fire House (Rec. Rm.)

districts 2 & 3: Park Avenue Complex (Gymnasium)

district 4: County Clerk’s Office-One Market Yard

district 5: Hall of Records (Annex)

district 6: Freehold Learning Center

district 7: First United Methodist Church

Color printing services were donated.

Robotic Lightning, Freehold Borough Schools’ Future 
Problem Solvers Team placed third in the junior division. 
The win qualified the team for the state bowl conducted at 
the Somerset Holiday Inn in late March. 

The team is comprised of the following students:

Melissa Cecchini

Kayla Ciok

Hannah Grisinger

The team did a great job! Alisha Zaman came in first place 
for the alternates, the team took second place for the skits 
and third place for the academic booklet.

Congratulations on the team’s success!

Lightning 
strikes 
  for  
Future 
Problem 
solvers Back row is Kayla Ciok (grade 6), Melissa Cecchini 

(grade 6), and Mackenzie Parke (grade 5). Front row is 
Alisha Zaman (grade 6), James Tomasello (grade 6), and 
Hannah Grisinger (grade 6).

Mackenzie Parke

James Tomasello

Alisha Zaman


