Transition to the
Common Core State Standards
Rich Pepe
Director of Curriculum
& Instruction

Freehold Borough Schools

Why Common Core State Standards?
- From ACHIEVE Presentation on 1/18/12.
Preparation: The standards are college- and career-ready.

They will help prepare students with the knowledge and skills they
need to succeed in education and training after high school.

Competition: The standards are internationally benchmarked.
Common standards will help ensure our students are globally
competitive.

Equity: Expectations are consistent for all – and not dependent
on a student’s zip code.

Clarity: The standards provide a consistent, clear understanding
of what students are expected to learn, so teachers and parents
know what they need to do to help students meet them.

Collaboration: The standards create a foundation to work

collaboratively across states and districts, pooling resources and
expertise, to create curricular tools, professional development,
common assessments and other materials.

Shifting Gears

It’s not what you
know…I’ts how
you use what
you know!

Fewer, Clearer, Higher
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

* 3 tiers of vocabulary terms
Tier 1: words of everyday speech
Tier 2: general academic words
Tier 3: domain specific words
* Balance of literature and
informational texts

* Increased use of language skills for
arguing, explaining, and researching
* Developing close reading skills and
using evidence from text

* Increase in complexity of texts used
(gradual increase as students move
up in grade levels)

MATHEMATICS
* differentiate between mastery and fluency
as the goal at specific grade levels
Example: By the end of 1st grade students
should master addition & subtraction to
100…by the end of 2nd grade students
should be fluent with addition &
subtraction to 100.
* specific grade-level shifts
(some content is moved
up or down grade levels)
* ongoing development of 8
Standards for
Mathematical Practice

Shifting Gears
Fewer, Clearer, Higher

FEWER!

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS

NJ MATH STANDARDS (2008)

Math – Grade 6
Ratios & Proportional Relationships (3)
The Number System (8)
Expressions & Equations (9)
Geometry (4)
Statistics & Probability (5)

Math – Grade 6
4.1 Number & Number Operations (20)
4.2 Geometry & Measurement (21)
4.3 Patterns & Algebra (8)
4.4 Data Analysis, Probability, & Discrete
Math (14)

TOTAL = 29 Standards

TOTAL = 63 CPI’s

Shifting Gears
Fewer, Clearer, Higher

CLEARER!

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS

NJ MATH STANDARDS (2008)

2.NBT.1. Understand that the three digits of a
4.1.2.A: “Demonstrate an
three-digit number represent amounts of
hundreds, tens, and ones; e.g., 706 equals 7
understanding of whole
hundreds, 0 tens, and 6 ones. Understand
number place value concepts.”
the following as special cases:
• 100 can be thought of as a bundle of ten
tens — called a “hundred.”
• The numbers 100, 200, 300, 400, 500,
600, 700, 800, 900 refer to one, two,
three, four, five, six, seven, eight, or nine
hundreds (and 0 tens and 0 ones).

Shifting Gears
Fewer, Clearer, Higher

HIGHER!

COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS

Reading for Literature (RL) 4.3:
Describe in depth a character,
setting, or event in a story or
drama, drawing on specific details
in the text (e.g., a character’s
thoughts, words, or actions).

NJ LAL STANDARDS (2004)

3.1.4.A-2: Recognize
purposes and uses for print
conventions such as
paragraphs, end-sentence
punctuation, and bold print.

CCSS for English Language Arts
Structure of the Standards

K-12 English Language Arts
•

Reading
• For Literature
• For Informational Text
• For Foundational Skills (K-5)

•

Writing

•

Speaking & Listening

•

Language

6-12 History/Social Studies,
Science, & Technical Subjects
•

Reading for Literacy

•

Writing for Literacy

CCSS for English Language Arts
Tiered Vocabulary
Tier Two words – General Academic Vocabulary
• more likely to appear in written texts than in speech
• appear in all sorts of texts
• informational texts
Examples: relative, vary, formulate, specificity, accumulate

• technical texts
Examples: calibrate, itemize, periphery
• literary texts
Examples: misfortune, dignified, faltered, unabashedly
• often represent subtle or precise ways to say relatively simple
things (saunter instead of walk)
• highly generalizable

CCSS for English Language Arts
Tiered Vocabulary
Tier Three words - Domain Specific Vocabulary
• specific to a domain or field of study
Examples: lava, carburetor, legislature, circumference, aorta)
• key to understanding a new concept within a text
• more common in informational texts than in literature
• recognized as new and “hard” words for most readers
(particularly student readers)
• often explicitly defined by the author of a text, repeatedly
used, and otherwise heavily scaffolded (e.g., made a part of a
glossary).

CCSS for Mathematics
Structure of the Standards
Common Core State Standards for Mathematics - DOMAIN PROGRESSIONS
DOMAIN

K

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

Counting & Cardinality (CC) a
Operations & Algebraic Thinking (OA) a a a a a a
Number & Operations in Base Ten (NBT) a a a a a a
Measurement & Data (MD) a a a a a a
Geometry (G) a a a a a a a a a
Number & Operations - Fractions (NF)
Ratios & Proportional Relationships (RP)

a a a
a a

The Number System (NS)

a a a

Expressions & Equations (EE)

a a a

Statistics & Probability (SP)

a a a

Functions (F)

a

CCSS for Mathematics
Standards for Mathematical Practice
1. Make sense of problems and persevere in
solving them.
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively.
3. Construct viable arguments and critique the
reasoning of others.

4. Model with mathematics.
5. Use appropriate tools strategically.
6. Attend to precision.
7. Look for and make use of structure.
8. Look for and express regularity in repeated
reasoning.

EXAMPLE: Coherence in Mathematics
- From ACHIEVE Presentation on 1/18/12.

Fractions
Fraction equivalence is an important theme within the standards
that begins in grade 3 with basic understanding of simple
equivalent fractions (e.g., 1/2 = 2/4)

In grade 4, students extend their understanding of fraction
equivalence to the general case (e.g., a/b = (n x a) / (n x b))
In grade 5, students use equivalent fractions as a strategy to add
and subtract fractions (e.g., 2/3 + 5/4 = 8/12 +15/12 = 23/12)

EXAMPLE: Fluency Expectation in Math
- From ACHIEVE Presentation on 1/18/12.
Grade

Required Fluency

K

Add/subtract within 5

1

Add/subtract within 10

2

Multiply/divide within 20
Add/subtract within 100

3

Multiply/divide within 100
Add/subtract within 1000

4

Add/subtract within 1,000,000

5

Multi-digit multiplication

6

Multi-digit division
Multi-digit decimal operations

7

Solve px + q = r, p(x + q) = r

Phases of Transition
Has anyone seen my magic wand?

Phase 1: Unpack
• Read the Core
• Discuss the Core
• Deconstruct the Core
• Absorb the Core

Phase 2: Re-align
Instruction
• Content
• Resources
• Instruction
• Assessment

Phase 3: Develop
• Common
Planning
• Common
Assessing
• Collaborative
Review of Data
• Collaborative PD

Shifting Gears
Finding the Right Tools to Transform Our Classrooms
Becoming Empowered
• Common Core Institute
•
•

•

NJDOE Website
•

•
•

•

Blackbelt Training
Deconstructed Standards
Model Curriculum Units
Model Assessments
Sample Videos

Professional Learning
Communities
•
•
•

Develop Units
Develop Assessments
Use Data to Differentiate

