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What are curriculum content standards and how 
do they effect what we do in our schools?

 Core Curriculum Content Standards are state approved 
content benchmarks or skills
 In New Jersey, each grade has standards for each content area
 Code requires review and revision of ALL standards every 5 years
 By law, all local school districts MUST have curriculum documents

 Curriculum must be aligned to current State approved content 
standards 
 Impacts:

 Training
 Instructional Materials
 Textbooks
 Technology 



New Common Core State Standards 
– What’s new?

 Common Core State Standards
 English/Language Arts 
 Mathematics

 Most significantly changed
 Focuses on achievement of Algebra Spectrum

 Previous standards focused on a massive set of skills and 
content at each grade level – some content was 
repeated at each grade targeting content progression 
(Spiraled) 

 Content and skills are NOT spiraled in new Common Core
 Instead content and skills are set on mastery of a few 

content standards (Quality versus Quantity)
 Content Stretching (Horizontal) versus Vertical Progression



New Mathematics Standards

 In Kindergarten, instructional time should focus on two critical 
areas:

1. Representing, relating, and operating on whole numbers, 
initially with sets of objects

2. Describing shapes and space. 



New Mathematics Standards

 In Grade 1, instructional time should focus on four critical areas: 

1. developing understanding of addition, subtraction, and 
strategies for addition and subtraction within 20;

2. developing understanding of whole number relationships and 
place value, including grouping in tens and ones;

3. developing understanding of linear measurement and 
measuring lengths as iterating length units; and

4. reasoning about attributes of, and composing and 
decomposing geometric shapes.



New Mathematics Standards

 In Grade 2, instructional time should focus on four critical areas:

1. extending understanding of base-ten notation;

2. building fluency with addition and subtraction; 

3. using standard units of measure; and

4. describing and analyzing shapes.



New Common Core State 
Standards – What’s new?

 Common Core State Standards WILL BE ASSESSED Differently than 
the Current Standards
 New Assessments by 2014

 PARCC (Achieve, Inc.)
 4-5 assessments per year of the Common Core State Standards
 All electronic
 Measured through growth model

 Percentage Model (Colorado Model)
 Does not have subgroups
 Does not control for extraneous situations
 Model gauges student growth from year to year as 

compared to other students in New Jersey

 Report Cards will need revision during summer 2011 (K-2)



Curriculum Strategy
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Curriculum Content Standards 
and the curriculum?

 The difference between Standards and Curriculum
 Standards are a set of skills or content developed at each grade 

level
 Curriculum is an architectural plan for the deployment of:

 What we teach (standards, skills, other educational norms)
 How we teach it
 When we teach it
 And once we have taught it, we assess, reflect, and change the 

curriculum where necessary



Thank you for your continued support
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